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Dear Families of St Therese School, 
Kia Ora, Kia Orana, Talofa, Mālō e lelei, Namaste, Malo ni, Makadini, Annyoung, Bonjour, 
Bula, Hola, Selami, Kamusta. 
 
I would like to thank all parents and whanau who attended our Student-led Learning 
Conversations yesterday, the students themselves for the way in which they presented 
their learning, and the teachers for their ongoing work throughout the year. 
This was a very successful event, and it was great to connect and continue to go from 
strength to strength with our home-school partnerships. We appreciate the support from 
our community and value the learning that is happening in your homes. 
Together, we work to ensure that the students of St Therese School are prepared for the 
future and transition into the next stage of their educational journey on the pathway to 
success. 
 

 
This year’s theme for Uike Kātoanga’i ‘o e lea faka-Tonga - Tonga Language Week was Ke Tu'uloa 'a e lea faka-Tonga 'i Aotearoa, 
which means Sustaining the Tongan Language in Aotearoa. This year’s theme for Social Justice Week was ‘Say no to racism- We 
are one in Christ.’ 
At St Therese School we held a Cultural Dress Day to celebrate all the amazing cultures of the school and the diversity that we 
are blessed to experience each day. The students wore their cultural clothes with great pride, and it was a pleasure to hear them 
speak of the importance of culture and valuing the culture of others. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CULTURAL DRESS DAY (TONGA LANGUAGE WEEK & SOCIAL JUSTICE WEEK) 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

ST THERESE FEAST DAY MASS 

CULTURAL PERFORMANCES 
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Monday 19th September- Duffy Theatre Performance & Central Zone Boys Basketball Tournament 
Tuesday 20th September- Mt Roskill Zone Netball Tournament  
Thursday 22nd September- Cultural Show (all students involved)  &  Central Zone Girls Basketball Tournament 
Sunday 25th September- Family Photoshoot Fundraiser in the school library (Please book at the school office) 
Monday 26th September- School Closed- Public Holiday 
Tuesday 27th September- Central Zone Boys Volleyball Tournament 
Thursday 29th September- Central Zone Girls Volleyball 
Friday 30th September- St Therese Feast Day Mass, Shared Lunch, and Talent Show- Last day of term. 
 

 
We are so excited to see our new playground in the process of being built. The team are moving at great speed to ensure our 
students have a wonderful space to enjoy in the upcoming Summer. 

 

 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

NEW PLAYGROUND 
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As the Feast of St Therese falls in the school holidays, we will be celebrating 
the occasion a day early on the 30th September. 
St. Thérèse was born January 2, 1873 in Alençon, France to pious parents. 
Her mother died when she was four, leaving her father and elder sisters to 
raise her. 
On Christmas Day 1886 St. Thérèse had a profound experience of an intimate 
union with God, which she described as a “complete conversion.”  Almost a 
year later, in a papal audience during a pilgrimage to Rome, in 1887, she 
asked for and obtained permission from Pope Leo XIII to enter the Carmelite 
Monastery at the young age of 15. 
On entering, she devoted herself to living a life of holiness, doing all things 
with love and childlike trust in God. She struggled with life in the convent, but 
decided to make an effort to be charitable to all, especially those she didn’t 
like. She performed little acts of charity always, and little sacrifices, not caring 
how unimportant they seemed.  These acts helped her come to a deeper 
understanding of her vocation. 
She wrote in her autobiography that she had always dreamed of being a 
missionary, an Apostle, a martyr – yet she was a nun in a quiet cloister in 
France. How could she fulfill these longings? 
“Charity gave me the key to my vocation. I understood that the Church had a 
Heart and that this Heart was burning with love. I knew that one love drove 
the members of the Church to action, that if this love were extinguished, the 
apostles would have proclaimed the Gospel no longer, the martyrs would 

have shed their blood no more. I understood that Love comprised all vocations, that Love was everything, that it embraced all 
times and places...in a word, that it was eternal! Then in the excess of my delirious joy, I cried out: O Jesus, my Love...my 
vocation, at last I have found it...My vocation is Love!” 
Thérèse offered herself as a sacrificial victim to the merciful Love of God on June 9, 1895, the feast of the Most Holy Trinity and 
the following year, on the night between Holy Thursday and Good Friday, she noticed the first symptoms of Tuberculosis, the 
illness which would lead to her death. 
Thérèse recognized in her illness the mysterious visitation of the divine Spouse and welcomed the suffering as an answer to her 
offering the previous year.  She also began to undergo a terrible trial of faith which lasted until her death a year and a half 
later.  “Her last words, ‘My God, I love you,’ are the seal of her life,” said Pope John Paul II. 
Since her death, millions have been inspired by her ‘little way’ of loving God and neighbour. Many miracles have been attributed 
to her intercession. She had predicted during her earthly life that “My Heaven will be spent doing good on Earth.” 
Saint Thérèse was proclaimed a Doctor of the Church by Pope John Paul II in 1997 - 100 years after her death at the age of 24. 
She is only the third woman to be so proclaimed, after Saint Catherine of Siena and Saint Teresa of Avila. 
St. Thérèse wrote once, 'You know well enough that Our Lord does not look so much at the greatness of our actions, nor even at 
their difficulty, but at the love with which we do them." 

 
We have arranged to take your 10x13” (253x330mm) 
colour Family Portrait normally valued at $79.00 for only 
$20.00. This is Great Value!! Other Photos are also 
available. Family, friends, neighbours, relatives all welcome, 
even the family dog may like to join.  
The venue is St Therese School.  The Address is 463 Mt 
Albert Road, Mt Roskill.  You will receive your appointment 
time when you pay your $20.00. It is important to keep to 
the appointment time to ensure minimal delay. An adult 
member of the family or group must be in the photo. 
Viewing and collection of your portrait will be 
approximately 10 days later. 
Please note - customers must view their own portraits or 
offer is void, no refund will be made if you fail to keep 
appointment. 
 
For Bookings and Enquiries email principal@sttherese.school.nz 
or ring the school office on (09)6209441 

 
 

FUNDRAISER PHOTOSHOOT 

FEAST DAY MASS 
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Since our last newsletter, the students of St Therese School have been busy experiencing and leading a range of activities and 
events. We share a lot of what happens during the school day on our St Therese Facebook Page and encourage you to ‘Like’ or 
‘Follow’ this page for the most current sharing. You can find us at https://www.facebook.com/saintthereseschool/  
 
 

ACTIVITIES & EVENTS  
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