
St Therese School Board of Trustees 

Minutes of Meeting 

Thursday 25 February 2021 

 

The Meeting opened at 6.pm with a prayer from Cecilia van Helsdingen. 

Benjamin Kurian welcomed everyone to the meeting. Normal meeting procedures were 

temporarily suspended and the first order of business Rosemary Paterson asked for 

nominations for the position of Chairperson.  

Laura Geaney nominated Benjamin Kurian as Chairperson 

Seconded: Joel Dias 

All in favour. Carried 

Congratulations Benjamin, Chairperson 2021 and the meeting began. 

Minutes of Previous Meeting 

The Minutes of 26 November 2020 were passed as a true and accurate record. 

Moved: Laura Geaney 

Seconded: Benjamin Kurian 

Action Plan 

Gates have now been installed at the entrance and exit at the school. There has been 

positive feedback from the school and parish community.  

A new St Therese School sign has been erected and is clearly visible from Mt Albert Road. 

Further playground development has been placed on hold temporarily as the gates took 

priority. Laura spoke of her plan to engage the students with the project as a maths unit. 

School docs is ready to be submitted and will be discussed in the Principals Report. 

Inwards Correspondence 

An email was received from NZSTA regarding Professional Development opportunities 

Principals Report 

Laura tabled the School docs questionnaire which will be submitted once the Strategic Plan 

has been approved and this was placed on the screen for the Board to view. The Strategic 

Plan was passed around for the Board to view and discuss and Laura discussed each goal. 

Laura Geaney moved that the St Therese School Charter / Strategic Plan 2021-2023 be 

accepted. 

Seconded: Clementine Grey 



Laura read through the Principals report informing trustees of various events and advised 

the staff will be undertaking Professional Development in Religious Education. Laura 

requested financial support for further study for the Director of Religious Studies, Vicky 

Goodier and the Board unanimously agreed to this request. 

Laura reported on the Kahu Ahko collaboration and spoke of positive long-term results. 

Budget 

The 2021 Budget overview was placed on the screen for the Board of view. Laura discussed 

the funding for Navigators is uncertain at this time. 

Laura Geaney moved that the 2021 Budget be accepted 

Seconded: Benjamin Kurian 

Laura advised the 10-year property plan is organised by the Catholic Schools Office and that 

the maintenance plan is organised by the school. Quotes for line marking the playground 

have been received and the Board agreed that while it is expensive, it is better to action 

sooner rather than later. 

School painting is booked for April. The new website is now live and everyone was very 

impressed with the new look. The Board discussed fundraising events and any ideas to be 

discussed at the next meeting. 

Student data was tabled for the Board to peruse and Laura spoke of her delight at the 

results. Progress total showed pleasing results.  

The Board congratulated Laura on the results and to pass on to staff their heartfelt thanks. 

Laura Geaney moved that the Principal’s Report be accepted 

Seconded: Joel Dias 

Special Character Report 

As prepared by Vicky Goodier, Director of Religious Studies and placed on the screen for the 

Board to view and discuss. 

Laura Geaney moved that the Special Character Report be accepted 

Seconded:  Cecilia van Helsdingen 

Joel Dias has resigned from the Board of Trustees as he and his family are relocating to 

Australia. The Board took time to thank Joel for his work and wish him well. A position now 

exists on the Board for a Parent Representative. 

 

The meeting finished at 7.25 m with a prayer from Cecilia van Helsdingen. The next 

meeting will be held on Thursday 25 March 2021 at 6pm 

  



Action Plan 

Action 
 

Person Responsible Deadline 

Fundraising ideas 
 

All Trustees Next Meeting  
25 March 2021 
 

NZSTA Professional 
Development 
 

All Trustees are encouraged 
to attend 

Wednesday 31 March 2021 

Working Bee to be 
organised 
 

Laura Geaney Next Meeting 
25 March 2021 

Long term property plan 
 

Laura Geaney Next Meeting 
25 March 2021 
 

 

 

 


