13th May 2021
Dear Families of St Therese School,
Kia Ora, Kia Orana, Talofa, Hola, Mālō e lelei, Namaste, Mālō ni, Makadini, Annyoung, Bula, Kamusta, Selam, Bonjour.
The Unfinished Painting:
Leonardo da Vinci had started to work on a large canvas in his studio. For a while he worked at it – choosing the subject, planning the
perspective, sketching the outline, applying the colors, with his own inimitable genius. Then suddenly he stopped working on it. Summoning
one of his talented students, the master invited him to complete the work. The horrified student protested that he was both unworthy and
unable to complete the great painting which his master had begun. But da Vinci silenced him. "Will not what I have done inspire you to do
your best?" Jesus our Master began to spread the Good News two thousand years ago by what he said and did, and supremely by what he
suffered. Jesus illustrated his message and left us to finish the picture. Will Jesus’ life not inspire us to finish the picture? This is the message
of the Ascension.
Today’s readings describe the Ascension of the Lord Jesus his Heavenly glory after promising to send the
Apostles the Holy Spirit as the source of Heavenly power and commanding them to bear witness to Him
through their lives and preaching throughout the world. But the ascended Jesus is still with us because
of His promise, "I am with you always; yes, to the end of time.” He is with us at all times and in all
places, releasing a new energy upon the earth, the energy of the Holy Spirit.
Jesus gives this mission to all the believers: "Go out to the whole world and proclaim the Gospel to every
creature.” This mission is not given to a select few but to all believers. To be a Christian is to be a
proclaimer and an evangelizer. There is a difference between preaching and proclaiming. “We preach
with words but we proclaim with our lives.” As we celebrate the Lord’s return to His Father in Heaven –
His Ascension -- we are being commissioned to go forth and proclaim the Gospel of life and love, of
hope and peace, by the witness of our lives. On this day of hope, encouragement and commissioning,
let us renew our commitment to be true disciples everywhere we go, beginning with our family and our
parish, "living in a manner worthy of the call [we] have received.”
Laura Geaney
Principal

IMPORTANT TERM 2 DATES
Term Dates 2021
Term 2
Term 3
Term 4

Monday 3rd May
Monday 26th July
Monday 18th October

Important Dates for Term 2:
14th May – Rooms 1,2, & 3 ‘A Lion in the Meadow’ Show
17th May-21st May – Book Week
18th May – MRZ Rugby Festival Day
31st May-4th June – Samoa Language Week
7th June- Queens Birthday- School Closed
8th June-11th June- Room 4: Keeping Ourselves Safe Unit with
Community Constable Tineke
15th June-18th June- Rooms 1,2 & 3: Stepping Out Unit with
Community Constable Tineke

to
to
to

Friday 9th July
Friday 1st October
Thursday 16th December

15th June-18th June- Room 6: Choices Unit with Community
Constable Tineke
24th June - Toitoi Reading Session
24th June - Pentecost Liturgy
1st July – Student-led Learning Conversations (School Closes at
12pm). Reports sent home
9th July – Last Day of Term 2

‘A LION IN THE MEADOW AND OTHER STORIES’
A reminder that students in Rooms 1, 2, and 3 will be attending the performance of 'A Lion in the Meadow and Other Stories'
presented by the Tim Bray Theatre Company at the Mangere Arts Centre this Friday 14th May. Please ensure you have returned
the permission slip to the classroom teacher.

AUCKLAND WRITER’S FESTIVAL
St Therese School students attended the Auckland Writer’s Festuval held at the
Aotea Centre on Wednesday 12th May. The Festival brings the very best local and
international writers of contemporary fiction and non-fiction, scientists,
economists, poets, journalists and public intellectuals together with audiences to
explore ideas, share stories and experience brilliant conversations. It celebrates
curiosity and a sense of intellectual adventure and the programme is driven by the
desire to spark ideas, to get us talking and to give us a time and place to engage
with the world.
‘It was really great and we got Bernard Beckett’s signature in his book and a photo
with Selina Tusitala Marsh. Jessica Townsend livestreamed in from Australia was a
really funny author. We felt inspired after our experience at the Writer’s Festival and
are excited to explore some new books and continue with our love of reading.’
- Hermela and Mele (Year 8 students)

PRIMARY NETBALL
The netball season has begun and our St Therese Primary Netball Team played their first grading game on Saturday 8th May. The
enthusiam and teamwork displayed throughout the game was incredible and the players represented St Therese School with
great spirit. Each and every player gave 100% effort and made us extremely proud. Well done to Esala for receiving Player of the
Day for his defensive skills. Thank you to Coach Rachel for training the team and guiding them on the day.

FINANCIAL LITERACY LESSONS WITH PWC
Rooms 3, 4 and 6 received valuable lessons on Financial Literacy with coaches from PWC (PricewaterhouseCoopers). They learnt
about a range of aspects, including; what is a ‘need’ or a ‘want’, how to earn money, how to save up to purchase an item,
borrowing and lending etc.

BETTER START LITERACY APPROACH
Michaela Duarte (Room 2 Teacher) and Alan Waith (Room 1 Teacher) have been completing study with the University of Canterbury
to learn more about the highly effective, researched based literacy programme called ‘The Better Start Literacy Approach’.
This programme is being implemented into Rooms 1 and 2 at St Therese School.
Thank you to all the parents of Room 1 and 2 students who came along to the parent workshop on Wednesday 12th May to learn
about this programme, as well as the incredible resources to support learners both at school and at home. We look forward to
sharing insights of the progress made by our youngest students in Literacy this year.

MT ROSKILL ZONE RUGBY FESTIVAL DAY
On Tuesday 18th May, some of our Year 5 & 6 students will be attending the Mt Roskill Rugby Festival Day run by Auckland
Rugby at the May Road War Memorial Park. Please ensure that you have returned the permission slip and have a mouthguard
ready to play. Thank you in advance to Rey who will be supporting the children at this event. We hope you have a great day
learning new skills, making new friends and enjoying the game of Rugby.

CAMP
Thank you for the amazing turnout at our Camp Meeting on Tuesday evening. Information that
was discussed will be emailed out to attendees in the next few days. If you have any questions
please email principal@sttherese.school.nz.
The countdown is on to our 2021 St Therese School Camp.
\\\

BOOK WEEK
A highlight of each year is our St Therese School Book Week. This year it is taking
place from Monday 17th May – Friday 21st May. There are a range of activities and
library trips throughout the week.
On Thursday 20th May, we invite all children to dress up as a character from a book.
We encourage children to be creative and look for items that they already have in
order to create their costumes. At 9:30am there will Book Character Costume Parade
on the court which all parents and family members are welcome to attend. (If the
weather is not great, we will move down to the hall).
Turn over the page to see the activities for Book Week. If you would like to attend a
trip as a parent helper please indicate this on your child’s form or contact the
classroom teacher.

